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Executive Summary 
 
Water Rocks! is making waves with students across the state of Iowa, inspiring the next 
generation to think, care, and act towards protecting water resources and the larger 
environment around them! Integrating STEM (science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics), music, and the arts, Water Rocks! continues leading the way when it comes 
to high energy + high impact environmental education that is uniquely Iowan. 
 
During the 2018-19 school year, Water Rocks! presented in 197 schools and at 13 youth 
outdoor classrooms/water festivals, collectively reaching 32,800 students. Despite extreme 
winter weather conditions in much of January and February, Water Rocks! managed to not 
only meet, but exceed, its goal of reaching 180 schools in this academic year. 
 
Further, the Water Rocks! team targeted its outreach to 11 priority counties that have been 
underserved by Water Rocks! in recent years, personally contacting teachers and principals 
in these counties to introduce them to this unique program.  The Water Rocks! team 
succeeded in completing school visits in 8 of these priority counties, and also was able to 
fulfill requests from numerous school districts statewide that Water Rocks! had not 
previously served. 
 
Water Rocks! delivers its lessons through two unique avenues: classroom presentations 
(one individual class at a time) and school assemblies (multiple grades/hundreds of 
students). With both classroom presentations and assemblies, students are having a great 
deal of fun while learning all about the dynamic environment around them! And they are 
indeed learning. In just a short 45 minute presentation, students are demonstrating sizable 
improvements in their understanding of environmental issues after engaging with Water 
Rocks! through some combination of hands-on games, interactive activities, music, plays, 
and discussion.  
 
On the topic of watersheds, 42% of students could correctly define a watershed prior to 
Water Rocks! delivering its classroom presentation (45% for assemblies). After the Water 
Rocks! lesson, 97% of students (96% for assemblies) could correctly define a watershed. 
Students likewise demonstrated substantial improvements in understanding with all other 
topics taught by Water Rocks!, including wetlands, soil, biodiversity, and pollinators. 
 
Teachers are consistently praising Water Rocks! classroom presentations and assemblies 
for the quality of the overall educational experience and how effectively the lessons are 
delivered, creating an impactful learning opportunity for their students. Several common 
themes emerge from teacher evaluations, including accolades for the hands-on, interactive 
nature of Water Rocks!, getting students up and moving, learning while having fun, and 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic presenters. Ninety-nine percent of teachers experiencing a 
Water Rocks! assembly said they would recommend this program to others. 
 
Water Rocks! is providing high impact education on watersheds, water quality, and ways to 
protect water, land, and wildlife for years to come. Together with Iowa’s classroom 
teachers, Water Rocks! is making a difference with students today, increasing their 
environmental literacy on timely natural resources issues, building a more educated citizen 
base for Iowa and beyond. 
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Background 
 
The Water Rocks! (WR!) team delivered their high energy, high impact educational 
programs in 197 schools and at 13 youth outdoor classrooms/water festivals during the 
2018-19 school year. Through these school visits and other youth events, Water Rocks! 
reached a total of 32,800 students, providing high impact education on watersheds, water 
quality, and ways to protect water, land, and wildlife for years to come! 
 
WR! school events are divided into two categories: classroom presentations and 
assemblies.  
 

• Classroom presentations feature Water Rocks! team members presenting an 
interactive 45 minute module to one classroom of a specific grade (or grades). For 
instance, WR! may offer individual classroom presentations to three third grade 
classes and then three fourth grade classes in the same day. The classroom 
presentations offer an intimate, interactive hands-on learning situation with 25-30 
students at one time. Topics include watersheds, wetlands, soil, biodiversity, and 
pollinators (launched fall 2018). 

 
• Water Rocks! Assemblies cater to whole school gatherings that are divided into 

Grades K-2, 3-5, and 6-8. During these 50 minute programs, the Water Rocks! team 
incorporates live music, skits, and large group audience participation. Topics 
include watersheds, soil, and pollinators. 

 
The Water Rocks! team visits significantly more schools during the spring semester than 
fall. Many teachers are teaching their water quality and environmental lessons in the spring 
and the Water Rocks! visit is coordinated with that unit. Thirty-six percent of Water Rocks! 
visits are in the fall, while 64% of the visits happen during the spring semester (with many 
continuing into late May and June due to challenging winter weather conditions earlier in 
this school year). 
 

  
  

2018-2019 School Year 

Schools Visited People Reached 

Schools visited for Classroom Presentations 130 9,547 

Schools visited for Water Rocks! Assemblies 67 20,477 

Outdoor Classrooms, Youth Water Festivals, 
and Out-of-State Assemblies 

13 2,776 

Total 210 32,800 
   

 
Water Rocks! reaches a true representative cross-section of youth in the state. Students 
reached by WR! in the 2018-19 school year were 85.4% Caucasian, 7.6% Hispanic/Latino, 
4.6% Black/African American, 2.1% Asian/Pacific Islander, and 0.3% Native American. The 
number of students of color in Iowa’s schools has grown substantially over the years and is 
significantly higher than the statewide people of color population of 9% (U.S. Census 
Bureau)—this is reflected in the diverse background of the students that Water Rocks! 
reaches.  
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The Water Rocks! team strives to reach students of all backgrounds across the state, 
including those in largely rural areas, sizable metropolitan areas, and everyone in between. 
In order to ensure a broad geographic distribution across the state, Water Rocks! maps all 
of its school visits and youth outreach events annually. In the 2018-19 school year, 11 
priority counties were identified that have been underserved by Water Rocks! in recent 
years (Chickasaw, Davis, Humboldt, Jefferson, Lyon, Montgomery, Osceola, Ringgold, 
Shelby, Winnebago, and Worth). The Water Rocks! team made a concerted effort to reach 
out personally, via both phone and email, to connect with teachers and principals in these 
underserved counties, introducing them to all that Water Rocks! has to offer and asking if 
WR! could present in their schools. The team succeeded in scheduling school visits in 8 of 
these 11 priority counties.  
 
Thanks to a newly updated teacher email list for the 2018-19 school year, the Water Rocks! 
team received requests from, and was able to visit, many new school districts around the 
state that WR! had not previously served. While the total number of youth reached in the 
2018-19 school year is down slightly from the previous academic year (32,800 vs. 36,000), 
we are pleased to be presenting in many different smaller school districts for the first time 
this year, reaching students that have not before experienced WR! and its impactful youth 
water education programming. 
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Student Evaluation Data for 2018-19 WR! Classroom Presentations (All Grades) 
n=7,547 

 
While Water Rocks! has always collected evaluation feedback from teachers following 
classroom presentations, student evaluation data were collected starting in the 2016-2017 
school year. The challenge was doing an evaluation that did not require parental 
permission, and that could also be administered in limited time (often, the WR! team only 
has 40-45 minutes to deliver an impactful lesson and evaluate the presentation).  
 
The solution was to ask a single multiple choice pre- and post- question. The question 
would focus on one of the important learning objectives to the module, in order to assess 
how successfully Water Rocks! delivered the learning objectives by the change in correct 
answers from pre- to post- question. The WR! team settled on the following questions: 
 

Soil 
How many living things are found in one shovel of soil? 
A) 750 
B) 500-1,000 
C) 250 
D) 7 Billion 
 
Watershed 
A watershed is… 
A) A shed that holds water 
B) A tower with waters inside that cycles through 
C) An area of land that drains to a common water body 
D) A manmade lake 
 
Biodiversity 
Biodiversity is… 
A) A class you take when you’re in high school 
B) All of the different living things in a certain area 
C) The job that living creatures do in an ecosystem 
D) Protecting and saving natural resources 
 
Wetlands 
The three main jobs of wetlands are… 
A) 1. Cleaning the air, 2. Filtering water, 3. Producing minerals 
B) 1. Producing minerals, 2. Hydroelectricity, 3. Storing water 
C) 1. Filtering water, 2. Storing water, 2. Habitat 
D) 1. Growing vegetables, 2. Cleaning the air, 3. Habitat 
 
Pollinators 
What is mutualism? 
A) Saving and protecting bees and butterflies 
B) A relationship between species where one benefits at the expense of the other 
C) The process of sun and rain helping plants grow 
D) A relationship between species where each one benefits the other 
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The students write their answers on an index card that is blue for the pre-question and 
yellow for the post-question. WR! team members pick up the blue index card at the 
beginning and then hand out the yellow index card at the end. 
 
During the 2018-19 school year, Water Rocks! evaluated 7,547 students participating in 
classroom presentations. Water Rocks! does not evaluate K-2nd grade classroom visits due 
to their age, nor are outdoor classrooms evaluated due to time constraints.  
 

Grades in sample 
3rd  10% 
4th  34% 
5th  33% 
6th  12% 
7th    7% 
8th    3% 
9+    1% 
 

 
As shown in the above chart, 79% of the sample is in Water Rocks!’ target age range of 4th-
6th grades. 
 
Schools can request five different educational modules: soil, watershed, biodiversity, 
wetlands, and pollinators. Watershed is the priority module for Water Rocks!, taught upon 
request and when teachers don’t have a strong preference as to which lesson is presented. 
 

Percentage of visits per module taught 
Soil   14% 
Watershed  37% 
Biodiversity  14% 
Wetlands  27% 
Pollinators     8% 

 
 

Overall 
Pre-question correct  41% 
Post-question correct 90% 

 
Across all educational modules, 90% of students are answering the post-question 
correctly—this is up by 4% from the previous academic year.  The Water Rocks! team made 
a concerted effort to build in additional repetition of key concepts with each of its 
presentations, in order to help students solidify their understanding of the concepts, and 
this intentional repetition has paid off! 
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The chart below breaks down the pre- and post- questions based on module.  
 

Module Pre- Post- 
Soil, n=1,035 38% 95% 
Watershed, n=2,797 42% 97% 
Biodiversity, n=1,067 38% 84% 
Wetlands, n=2,033 43% 84% 
Pollinators, n=615 43% 83% 

 
Last year, the post scores for biodiversity and wetlands were both below 80%. For the 
2018-19 academic year, the WR! team implemented several strategies to help students 
better connect with the learning objectives. Strategies included greater student 
engagement and also additional review/repetition. We are happy to report that the 
biodiversity post-score went up by 10% and the wetlands post-score went up by 5%. We 
will continue to utilize these practices with the hopes of increasing all students’ 
understanding of these key environmental issues. 
 
When comparing schools in communities of less than 2,000 people to schools in 
communities of greater than 2,000 people, we have found no difference in student 
performance between the rural and urban areas. 
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Student Evaluation Data for 2018-19 WR! Classroom Presentations (4th – 6th Grades) 
n=5,935 

 
While WR! delivers classroom presentations to students in grades K-12, its target age range 
is students in 4th-6th grades. Reviewing the evaluation data from these target grades, it is 
clear how effective WR! modules are with these groups of students.  
 

Grades in sample 
4th  43% 
5th  42% 
6th  15% 
 
Module taught 
Soil  17% 
Watershed 39% 
Biodiversity 12% 
Wetlands 25% 
Pollinators    7% 

 
When compared to the entire student population, students in 4th – 6th grades scored lower 
on the pre-question and 1% higher on the post-question. 
 

Pre-question  39% correct 
Post-question  91% correct 

 
The chart below looks at the data based on each individual module for these grades. On the 
post-questions, these students scored the same as all ages of students on soil and 
watershed, lower on biodiversity and higher on wetlands and pollinators. On biodiversity, 
they made a larger leap between pre-question and post-question when compared to all 
students (51% improvement vs. 46%). 
 

Module Pre- (4th – 6th) Post-(4th – 6th) 
Soil, n=975 37% 95% 
Watershed, n=2,327 41% 97% 
Biodiversity, n=726 29% 80% 
Wetlands, n=1,496 44% 86% 
Pollinators, n=411 39% 87% 
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Student Evaluation Data for 2018-19 WR! Watershed Assemblies (All Grades) 
 
One of the unique elements of the Water Rocks! Assemblies is that peer helpers assist in 
delivering the educational lessons. In advance of the scheduled assembly, WR! Music and 
Outreach Specialist Todd Stevens asks the school administrator to select four to six 
students from the oldest grade in the school (or alternatively, to recruit high school 
students) to serve in a leadership role as peer helpers.  
 
Since many of the peer helpers come from the targeted age range of 4th – 6th grades, Water 
Rocks! team members saw this as an opportunity to ask more elaborate evaluation 
questions of these peer helpers. Before the helpers are trained, they are asked to complete 
a one-page pre-questionnaire, consisting of open-ended questions. After the assemblies are 
completed for the day, the students complete a post-questionnaire. These questions are 
able to provide richer evaluation data than the single evaluation question in classroom 
presentations. These more in-depth evaluation data offer additional perspectives as to the 
effectiveness of the WR! materials and program delivery in general. While there is a 
difference in delivery mechanisms between assemblies and classroom presentations, the 
content is nearly identical. 
 
Water Rocks! offers assemblies on three topics: watershed, soil, and pollinators. The 
majority of the assemblies delivered in 2018-19 were the watershed assembly. The soil 
assembly was evaluated for the first time during the 2018-19 school year. Pollinators was 
new and so it has not yet been formally evaluated.  
 
 
 
Watershed Assembly, n=184 
Overall, evaluation of the peer helpers demonstrates that the watershed assembly delivers 
a highly effective educational lesson to students. Without exception, peer helpers grew in 
their understanding of the main learning objectives for this module.  
 
The below charts show the basic demographics of the peer helpers. 
 

Grade of helpers 
3rd     5% 
4th  11% 
5th  33% 
6th     7% 
8th  16% 
H.S.  28% 
 
Gender of helpers 
Female 55% 
Male  45% 
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Race/ethnicity of helpers 
Black/African American   6% 
Asian      6% 
Hispanic/Latino    3% 
American Indian    1% 
White    82% 
Other      2% 

 
 
The first question the peer helpers are asked on the questionnaire is the same question that 
students are asked in the watershed-themed classroom presentation: 
 

 
A watershed is… 
A) A shed that holds water 
B) A tower with waters inside that cycles through 
C) An area of land that drains to a common water body 
D) A manmade lake 

 
 
Using the same question allows direct comparison between the responses of the assembly 
peer helpers and the classroom visit results. The peer helpers’ answers to this question 
most closely aligned with the 4th - 6th grade classroom students who received no advance 
work on the topic of watershed.  
 

Pre-   Post- 
1. A watershed is…    45% correct  96% correct 

 
 

Pre-   Post- 
2. Do you live in watershed?  15% yes  100% yes 

 
This is a good second question because it shows a more in-depth understanding of 
watersheds if students recognize that they live in one and that watersheds are 
everywhere. This lesson is reinforced through a song titled “We All Live in a 
Watershed.” 
 
 

Pre-   Post- 
3. Is the idea of a watershed new to you? N/A   69% yes 

 
Seventy-three percent of the teachers said that this would have been a new concept 
for the students.  
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4. What are three leading causes of pollution in Iowa’s water (other than trash)? 
Pre-   Post- 

# of correct pollutants listed     1      3 
 

Types of pollutants listed   Pre-   Post- 
 Oil     12%   67%  
 Soil        6%   47% 
 Poop        8%   83% 
 Bacteria    ---      2%   
 Trash*     54%      3% 
 Chemicals    12%     0% 
 Fertilizers       5%   42% 
 Pesticides       7%   44% 
 

*Dominant student response was some sort of trash despite the question stating “other than trash.” 

 
Thirty-one percent of the peer helpers were unable to list even one pollutant on the 
pre-questionnaire. Afterwards, 85% of the peer helpers were able to list three or 
more pollutants. This number is significantly up from last year. The WR! assembly 
team made an effort to stress this material through repetition, and the evaluations 
show the effort mattered. 

 
 
5. What are two things we can do to clean up water? 

Pre-   Post- 
# of solutions listed    <1      2 

 
Types of solutions listed   Pre-   Post- 

 Don’t Pollute*    39%      0% 
 Remove*    22%      0% 
 Fix Oil Leaks      0%   52% 
 Cover Bare Soil     0%   42% 
 Pick up Poop      0%   80% 
 Timing Pesticides/Nutrients   0%   25% 
  

*Most responses on the pre-questionnaire fell into these two categories: don’t pollute and remove pollution.  
 

On the post-questionnaire, peer helpers were able to list more sophisticated 
solutions to water quality issues, from covering bare soil to the timing of nutrient 
and pesticide application. These are all solutions that are presented during the 
assembly. All of these answers were up significantly over last year. Again, the team 
made a concerted effort to make certain the students understood pollution in water 
and possible ways to clean the water. 
 
One of the solutions that improved significantly was “cover bare soil.” In Spring 
2017, only 18% were able to list this as a solution. The WR! team made a concerted 
effort to emphasize covering soil to protect from erosion, building in additional 
repetition on this topic. This year, 42% of peer helpers were able to list “cover bare 
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soil” as a solution. Water Rocks! uses evaluation as a feedback loop for continuous 
improvement in order to make its educational programming ever more effective. 

 
 
6. How would you grade reaction of students (post-questionnaire)? 

Rockin   69% 
Pretty Good  30% 
Okay     1% 
Snoozefest    0% 

 
 
7. What part of the assembly did you enjoy the most (post-questionnaire)*?  

Dancing  26% 
Other students   6% 
The Play  26% 
Songs   40% 
Everything     8% 
 

*Students sometimes listed more than one thing. 
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Student Evaluation Data for 2018-19 WR! Watershed Assemblies (4th – 6th grades) 
n=93 

 
Again, since Water Rocks! targets students in 4th – 6th grades as its primary audience, the 
peer helper responses are separated out based on this age group. 
 

Grade of Helper 
4th  21% 
5th  66% 
6th  13% 
 
Gender of Helper 
Female 52% 
Male  48% 
 
 
Race/Ethnicity of Helper 
Black/African Americans    9% 
Asian       9% 
Hispanic/Latino     4% 
American Indian     2% 
White    76% 

 
Pre-   Post- 

1. A watershed is…    35% correct  96% correct 
Here the pre- score is 10% lower than the general population and the post- is closer.  
 

Pre-   Post- 
2. Do you live in watershed?  10% yes  99% yes 

 
 

Pre-   Post- 
3. Is the idea of a watershed new to you? N/A   70% yes 
 
 
4. What are three leading causes of pollution in Iowa’s water (other than trash)? 
 

Pre-   Post- 
# of correct pollutants listed  1 (23% none)  3 (1% none) 
 
Types of pollutants listed   Pre-   Post- 

 Oil     16%   74%  
 Soil     8%   42% 
 Poop     7%   82%   
 Trash     62%      5% 
 Chemicals      5%    -- 
 Fertilizers      1%   32% 
 Pesticides      3%   42% 
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5. What are two things we can do to clean up water? 

Pre-   Post- 
# of solutions listed   <1 (42% none) 2 (10% none) 
 
Types of solutions listed   Pre-   Post- 

 Don’t Pollute    33%   -- 
 Remove    25%   -- 
 Fix Oil Leaks       0%   44% 
 Cover Bare Soil      0%   28% 
 Pick up Poop       0%   74% 
 Apply Pesticides/Nutrients     0%   19% 
  
 
6. How would you grade reaction of students (post-questionnaire)? 

Rockin   60% 
Pretty Good  37% 
Okay     2% 
Snoozefest    1% 

 
 
7. What part of the assembly did you enjoy the most (post-questionnaire)? 

Dancing  25% 
Other students   2% 
The Play  28% 
Songs   33% 
Everything  12% 
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Student Evaluation Data for 2018-19 WR! Soil Assemblies 
n=50 

 
The soil assembly is held in fewer schools, so there is a much smaller sample of student 
helpers that were evaluated. The evaluations are not strong for the soil assemblies. As a 
result, the WR! team will be either revamping it for future school years or replacing it with 
a different assembly topic like wetlands. 
 

Grade of Helper 
4th  12% 
5th  44% 
6th     8% 
7th  12% 
8th     6% 
H.S.  18% 
 
Gender of Helper 
Female 51% 
Male  49% 

 
Race/Ethnicity of Helper 
Black/African Americans    2% 
Asian       7% 
White    87% 
Other       4% 
 

Pre-   Post- 
1. Soil erosion is…    70% correct  94% correct 

 
Pre-   Post- 

2. Is the soil alive?    40% yes  92% yes 
 
 
3. What are three jobs of soil? 

Pre-   Post- 
# of correct jobs listed      0   1 (23% could list one) 
             (36% couldn’t list one) 

 
4. What are two things we can do to protect soil? 

Pre-   Post- 
# of things listed       0     1 (38% could list two) 
             (32% couldn’t list one)  

 
5. How would you grade reaction of students (post-questionnaire)? 

Rockin   71% 
Pretty Good  27% 
Okay     2% 
Snoozefest    0% 
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6. What part of the assembly did you enjoy the most (post-questionnaire)*? 

Dancing  24% 
Other students    8% 
The Game  26% 
Songs   24% 
Everything     8% 

 
*Students sometimes listed more than one thing. 
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Teacher Evaluation of 2018-19 WR! Classroom Presentations and Assemblies 

 
The Water Rocks! team revamped its teacher evaluation survey at the start of the 2017-18 
school year. The prior survey asked the teachers questions about the Water Rocks! team’s 
presentation/performance and was quantitative in nature, a traditional evaluation with 
less focus on student impact. The revamped survey is predominately qualitative, with 
open-ended questions for the teachers, focused on student impacts of the Water Rocks! 
visit. Last year, fewer surveys were returned. We stuck with the qualitative survey for the 
teachers involved with classroom presentations and returned to a quantitative survey for 
teachers at assemblies. For the classroom teachers, we offered a small token of 
appreciation (stainless steel water bottle) as an incentive for them to return the survey.  At 
assemblies, we had the teachers fill out the evaluation survey right at the end of the event.  
 
 
Teacher Evaluation for Classroom Presentations, n=117 
At all classroom presentations, teachers are handed a one-page evaluation survey, postage-
paid envelope to return the completed survey, and a WR! water bottle as incentive to 
complete the evaluation. Teachers from eighty-four schools returned evaluations (50 more 
schools than last year), which is a 42.6% response rate for schools that hosted a classroom 
presentation.   
 
The below chart indicates the grades taught by the respondents. Eighty-three percent of 
the respondents teach Water Rocks!’ target age range of 4th – 6th grades.  
 

Grade of students taught 
2nd      2% 
3rd      9% 
4th   41% 
5th   27% 
6th   15% 
7th     0% 
8th     4% 
H.S.     2% 

 
 
1. What was the most important thing students learned during the Water Rocks! visit? 
 

In response to this open-ended question, teachers listed one of Water Rocks! key 
learning objectives for the particular module 89% of the time (up from 70% over last 
year). The learning objectives are based on what is considered important for the topic 
as well as being aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards. To illustrate this 
point, consider the following teacher response: 
 
We live in a watershed and our water is polluted by many environmental factors, some 
obvious and some not. 
5th Grade Teacher 
Fort Madison Middle School 
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2. Was this a new concept?  

70% said yes 
 
If no, was this concept taught in an effective way that reinforced the prior lesson? 

 
For the 30% who said it wasn’t new, 100% said that it was taught effectively 

 
 
3. After the Water Rocks! visit, what was one thing that students discussed? 
   

Lesson   52%  
Games/activity 25% 
Action item  20% 
Website  3% 
  

 Early on in the Water Rocks! program, a well-established, well-respected teacher 
from Decorah Middle School told Water Rocks! team members that they were doing 
a good job because the 7th grade students were excitedly discussing the Water 
Rocks! presentation/hands-on activities throughout the school day in the hallways, 
at their lockers, and in the cafeteria at lunch. It is good to be the talk of the school or 
the grade—that is clear evidence that Water Rocks! is engaging students’ hearts and 
minds as they discuss the science lessons as well as the action items.  

 
 
4. What was your favorite part of the Water Rocks! visit? (open-ended, could write in 

multiple responses) 
 

Games   62%   
Presenters  27%  
Lesson   17%  
Hands on/Interact 35%  
Engagement  35%  
Student Excitement 26% 

 
Select comments from teachers, submitted with evaluation surveys, are included below: 

 
We loved the interactive activities and visuals. The students were excited to play the 
games and answer questions. Our presenter was very enthusiastic. 
5th Grade Teacher 
Akron-Westfield Community Schools 
 

Introducing students to excited people who love what they are doing. 
8th Grade Teacher 
Belle Plaine Community Schools 

 
I loved how interactive it was for the kids. The presentation was very visual. 
6th Grade Teacher 
Gladbrook-Reinbeck Community Schools 
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The way that the information was presented. It showed the interconnectedness of it 
all. 
4th Grade Teacher 
Hubbell Elementary School, Des Moines 

 
General clarity of the presentation and allowance for creativity. 
HS Teacher 
Iowa Mennonite School, Kalona 

 
Knowledgeable staff! Awesome materials: game, pictures, charts. Love the teacher 
packet! Thank you! 
6th Grade Teacher 
North Cedar Elementary School, Cedar Falls 

 
The lesson was engaging to the entire class. My favorite part was how the presenter 
allowed them to be hands-on. 
5th Grade Teacher 
Prince of Peace Catholic School, Clinton 

 
I loved all of the activities, it was great to get the students up and moving and 
learning at the same time. It reinforced the ecosystem unit we were covering in 
science class. It helped solidify concepts in a fun way and the students were all 
actively involved. 
4th Grade Teacher 
Seton Catholic School, Peosta 

 
I love all of the fun + engaging games students got to play, while learning at the same 
time. :) 
5th Grade Teacher 
Van Meter Community Schools 

 
 

 
5. Will you follow up the Water Rocks! visit with additional discussion of the concepts that 

were covered?  
 

96% said yes 
 
 
6. In the teacher packet, Water Rocks! has gifted you with music CDs, videos and enhanced 

learning activities that build upon the material that was presented.  
 

89% plan to use the CDs 
92% plan to use videos 
94% plan to use enhancement activities 
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Teacher Evaluation for Assemblies, n=218 
At all assemblies, teachers are handed a one-page evaluation survey and asked to return it 
at the end of the assembly. Because of this on-the-spot approach, we received evaluations 
from most of the teachers present at the assemblies.  We did not evaluate the assemblies 
for Grades K-2, as it was being revamped, but we will do so in the 2019-20 school year. 
 
The below chart indicates the grades taught by the respondents. Sixty-eight percent of the 
respondents teach Water Rocks!’ target age range of 4th – 6th grades.  
 

Grade of students taught 
3rd   24% 
4th   37% 
5th   28% 
6th      3% 
7th      1% 
8th      7% 

 
 

1. Was the material taught a new concept?  
 
73% said yes 

 
If no, was this concept taught in an effective way that reinforced the prior lesson? 

 
For the 27% who said it wasn’t new, 98% said that it was taught 
effectively 

 
 

2. What was the most important part of the presentation? (circle all that apply) 
 

Lesson   83% 
Games/activities 42% 
Songs/music  73% 
Action item  44% 

 
 

3. What was your favorite part of the Water Rocks! visit? (circle all that apply) 
    

Lesson     52% 
Games/activities   71% 
Songs/music    73% 
Interactiveness/engagement 71% 

 
 

4. Would you recommend the assembly to others?  
 

99% said yes 
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5. The Water Rocks! assembly was 
 

Rockin’  76% 
Pretty good  23% 
Average     1% 
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2018-19 Teacher and Principal Testimonials 
 

Classroom Visits 
 
The Water Rocks program/activities Todd and 
Hilary presented to the 4th grade at Laura Ingalls 
Wilder was incredible!!! The students were 
engaged, active and involved in their education – 
everything a teacher strives for!!! The students 
were still talking Monday about how much fun 
that was and the games were awesome!! It was 
such a positive reinforcement as a teacher to see 
active learning so beneficial and the retention of 
the information was amazing!  
 

Jo Mort, 4th Grade Teacher 
Laura Ingalls Wilder Elementary, Indianola 

 
 
Elizabeth, I just wanted to thank you and Joshua 
for coming yesterday. The kids and teachers 
raved about it. We enjoyed having you! Thanks!  

 

Abbey Thurn, TAG teacher 
East Buchanan Community Schools 

 
 
Wow! Thank you so much for sending 2 of your 
staff members to our school today! The Water 
Rocks! presentation was AWESOME! Both 3rd 
and 4th grade have been learning or have 
learned about soil so this was a great 
supplement for our kids. They loved playing the 
game to learn about soil. Thanks again!  
 

Danae Petersen, 4th Grade Teacher 
Schleswig Elementary School 

 
Dear Ann and Jack, 
Thank you so much for coming to our classroom 
last week. I know my students truly enjoyed your 
visit, and they learned all about watersheds. :) 
 
Water Rocks! is a wonderful program and I am 
so glad that I have had the opportunity to be a 
part of it. You have a fantastic group of people! 
 

Patty Hatting, 4th Grade Teacher 
Gehlen Catholic School, LeMars 

WR! Assemblies 
 
Water Rocks! was not only educational for our 
students, but highly engaging.  The program had 
the right mix of music, content, and fun.  The 
students were involved and engaged and had a 
great time.  The teachers called it one of the best 
science presentations ever.   
 

Dawn Sievertsen, Principal 
Liberty Elementary School, Ottumwa 

 
As the leader of a Catholic school, care for 
creation and our common home and responsible 
stewardship of the environment are at the 
forefront of the critical concerns of which we 
want to make our students aware. In a fun and 
age appropriate way, Water Rocks! staff 
conveyed the importance of caring for our land 
and water as well as gave students concrete 
ways in which they could act on behalf of the 
earth. Students left the assembly feeling 
empowered to make changes in their daily life 
that would have a positive impact on our 
environment. We have been able to tie that into 
other areas of our curriculum and it has helped 
us reinforce school practices such as being 
mindful of consumption and reducing waste. 
 

Sara Rooney, Principal 
St. Cecilia Catholic School, Ames 

 
Thank you so much for coming to McCombs 
Middle School to share Water Rocks with our 8th 
graders.  You did an excellent job of encouraging 
and eliciting participation from sometimes 
reluctant adolescents.  The music was very 
relatable and engaging—it was exciting to see so 
many of our students up on the stage dancing! 
The content fit perfectly with our Water Cycle 
curriculum in 8th grade science, making a 
connection to the real world which is so 
significant for transference of knowledge!   
 

Debbie Victor, 8th Grade Science Teacher 
McCombs Middle School, Des Moines  



 
2018-19 Student Testimonials 

 
Thank you for coming and teaching us about wetlands. My favorite name for a wetland was prairie 
pothole. I like learning new things and I like when it is fun to learn about and this is one of the things that 
has both of those!  What you shared with us made me want to keep learning about this more. 
 

Izzy, 4th Grade Student 
Wilder Elementary School, Indianola 

 

 

I think this is the most fun morning we’ve ever had! 
 

5th Grade Student 
Akron-Westfield Community Schools 

 

 

I am definitely going to pick up after our 
dog – starting today! (after learning how 
much bacteria is in pet waste) 
 

5th Grade Student 
Hartley-Melvin-Sanborn Middle School 

 
 
How old do you need to be to join Water 
Rocks?  
 

4th Grade Student 
Mulberry Elementary School, Muscatine 

 

 
When I grow up, I want to join you guys! 
 

5th Grade Student 
Harmony Elementary School, Farmington 
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