
Materials needed:

• brown and blue construction paper-one piece    
  of each per student
• scissors
• glue
• crayons 
• pictures on following pages (one copy per   
  student)
• optional-larger pieces of white paper

Directions:

1. Discuss the video with the children in the 
     following way: In the movie, the people on 
     the dock were fishing. What they caught  
     weren’t fish!  Can you name some things they  
     caught?  Why would those things be in the 
     water?  Have you ever seen someone put        
     something in the water that doesn’t belong        
     there?  Have you ever done that?  Why isn’t it    
     a good idea to put trash and unwanted items  
     in the water?

2. Pass out one piece of brown and blue 
     construction paper and copies of the pictures  
     to each student. Explain that the blue paper  
     represents clean water, and the brown 
     polluted water.  Students are to color the 
     pictures, cut them apart, and glue them to the 
     appropriate colored paper.

     Optional:  Pass out larger white sheets of paper.      
     Students cut the blue paper into an oval shape   
     with help.  The blue paper is glued on to the   
     white paper, representing a lake.  Repeat for 
     the brown paper.  Students then proceed as  
     above, coloring, cutting, and gluing.  
     Additionally, they can draw and color trees,   
     flowers, grass, animals, etc., around the lakes.
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This game is designed to test the student’s basic knowledge of water and water pollution issues.  
After playing the game, choose questions  for discussion.  After discussion, the game can be played 
again on another day.  Compare score cards so students can see how much they’ve learned.

Materials needed:

• one score card page per team
• one brown and one blue crayon per team
• list of questions (cut apart and draw from a 
  container if desired)

Directions:

1. Divide class into two teams.

2. Give each team one score card.

3. Designate one student on each team to   
     keep score. 

4. Students on each team take turns 
     answering questions.

5. For each correct answer, one water drop is  
     colored blue.

6. For each incorrect answer, one water drop is 
     colored brown.

7. Team with the cleanest water (most blue  
     drops) wins.

The clean water game
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Team Name ________________________

Score Card

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.

9.
10.
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Answers

1. No. Many people on Earth do not have access to clean water.
2. Salt water.  About 96.5% of the earth’s water is salt water.
3. Yes. Drinking and bathing with polluted water can lead to disease and death.
4. Reusable water bottles reduce plastic waste which often ends up in the water.
5. True.
6. Yes. By peeing and pooping in nearby areas, animals introduce bacteria into the water.
7. Yes. Bacteria and chemicals can make fish sick.
8. No. Many people in less developed countries have no running water in their homes.
9. True. In many less-developed countries, it is the job of girls and women to carry water for the family.  This       
    often interferes with their ability to get an education.
10. False. These products do pollute the water.
11. True.
12. True. There is no new water on Earth.
13. True. It’s the #1 water pollutant in Iowa.
14. True. Our actions do affect others.  Polluted water affects everyone.
15. Yes. Water polluted with chemicals and bacteria can harm plants.
16. Yes. Using less is a way to help keep water clean.
17. Yes. Chemicals, cleaning products, medicine, personal care products, and bacteria may not make the   
       water look polluted.
18. Paper, pop or water bottle, broken glass, broken toy, etc.
19. Yes. Birds (and other animals) can get diseases from drinking and bathing in polluted water.
20. False. Turning off the water when you brush your teeth saves water and helps keep it clean.

Questions:

1. Is everyone on Earth able to have clean water for drinking, cooking, and bathing? 
2. Is there more salt water or fresh water on the earth? 
3. Can people get sick from polluted water? 
4. Which helps water stay cleaner, disposable water bottles or reusable water bottles that you fill at home?
5. True or false: Some people throw their trash into lakes, rivers, ponds, and streams.
6. Can farm animals pollute lakes, streams, and rivers?  
7. Can fish get sick from polluted water? 
8. Does everyone in the world have running water in their homes? 
9. True or false: Some girls in other countries have to walk many miles to bring home water every day.
10. True or false: Soap, shampoo, medicines, and cleaning products do not pollute water.
11. True or false: Some people have found TVs and car parts in lakes, rivers, and streams. 
12. True or false:  All of the water on Earth has been around since the time of the dinosaurs. 
13. True or false: When it rains or floods, soil that washes off farm fields can pollute the water.  
14. True or false:  If you throw your trash in the water, it can affect someone else. 
15. Do plants need clean water? 
16. Does taking a short shower help keep water clean? 
17. Can clean-looking water be polluted? 
18. Give an example of something you’ve seen in a lake, river, pond, or stream that shouldn’t have been   
       there.  
19. Can polluted water make birds sick?
20. True or false: You should keep the water running when you brush your teeth.
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