
Background

The Conservation Pack includes dogs, kids, adults and other creatures working together to protect 
the environment around us. We can’t survive without water, soil, and other natural resources. When 
we all work together, we CAN make a difference!

In this video, the conservation dogs see pollution in the water and enlist kids to help clean it up. 
While the dogs find kids to help, the kids need to find others because it is too big of a project for one 
person. Keeping the Earth clean and protecting our natural resources requires everyone to do their 
part. The video also emphasizes the importance of spending time outdoors. It’s easy to get caught 
up in video games and TV but being outdoors presents a variety of activities that allow us to spend 
time together and learn to appreciate nature. Everything we do to help the earth including using 
reusable water bottles, planting trees, and properly disposing of trash will help protect our planet.

Trash Pick Up
Grades 3-8

This activity was designed as a companion for the music video “Conservation Dogs.”
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Instructions

1. After watching the video, discuss the different types of pollution your students have seen in nearby 
waterways. Have the students think about how the trash got there and why someone would do that. 
Have the students brainstorm what the polluter could have done instead, e.g. take the trash to the land-
fill or recycle. 

2. Ask students who owns the nearby stream or river. Ownership of water is often vague, but the defi-
nition of a watershed is not. Explain to the students that a watershed is an area of land where all the 
water drains to a common point. When it rains on the school, or at their houses, the water will run 
over or through the land surface and eventually collect at the nearest river. How we humans use the 
land affects our water quality because if we pollute the land, the water will carry those pollutants to the 
water body where it collects. Ask the students if the pollution matters since it will be carried down-
stream.  What about those who are polluting the water before it gets to your community? Emphasize 
that since we all can affect the quality of our water, and we all use the water, it is everyone’s responsibil-
ity to keep the water clean.

3. As a class, work together to clean up the community by picking up trash around the school grounds, 
a nearby park, or along a roadside or water body.
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Iowa Core Curriculum

This activity fulfills the following Essential Concepts and/or Skills in the Iowa Core:

• Science (Grades 3-5)
       o Earth & Space
     Understand and apply knowledge of processes and changes on or in the earth’s land, oceans,  
     and atmosphere
       o Life Science
     Understand and apply knowledge of environmental stewardship
• Social Studies (Grades 3-5)
       o Geography
     Understand how physical processes and human actions modify the environment and how  
     the environment affects humans

• Science (Grades 6-8)
       o Earth & Space
     Understand and apply knowledge of the water cycle, including consideration of events that  
     impact groundwater quality
       o Life Science
     Understand and demonstrate knowledge of the social and personal implications of environ 
     mental issues
• Social Studies (Grades 6-8)
       o Geography
     Understand how physical processes and human actions modify the environment and how  
     the environment affects humans
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