
water rocks! summit
is a 2-day professional development workshop

the

that trains Iowa’s k-12 classroom teachers
On issues of water, Soil, & Natural Resources.

“It is without doubt one of the best 
professional development classes 
that I have taken.”

Jenny Linde
5th Grade Teacher, IKM-Manning 
Community Schools

The overall goals of the Water Rocks! Summit are 
twofold: (1) Knowledge building for K-12 teachers
on issues related to water, watersheds, wetlands, soil, 
biodiversity, environmental science, agriculture, 
conservation practices, and more; and (2) Providing 
strategies and activities for effectively teaching these 
concepts in the classroom.

goals

Each Water Rocks! Summit includes a mix of knowl-
edge-building for the teachers along with numer-
ous hands-on activities, games, videos, songs, and 
instructions for effectively teaching these lessons to 
different ages of students. 

Attendees also are given the opportunity to further 
their technical understanding of agricultural and 
environmental issues with a field tour of conserva-
tion practices around central Iowa, in addition to 
guest speakers providing talks on the big picture of 
climate change, water quality, soil health, conser-
vation, and consumption issues, respectively. 

Each participating school team of 2-4 teachers 
received a complimentary Water Rocks! activity kit 
featuring the original, interactive educational 
games, activities, and lessons that Water Rocks! has 
developed to help teach classroom lessons on 
water, soil, agriculture, environmental science, and 
more - over $800 worth of materials! 

Teachers dive in...

144 teachers
11 high school peer mentors
40 extension/environmental educators

6 Water Rocks! Summits have educated



Over the course of each Water Rocks! Summit, one key message prevails: educating today’s youth about the 
importance of water will give them the knowledge to influence change when they become adult members of 
their communities. 

Water Rocks! partners include Iowa Department of Natural Resources (USEPA Section 319), Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, 
Iowa Water Center, Iowa Learning Farms, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, personal gifts of support ... and you! 

Partnering with others 

rocks!water

www.waterrocks.org

All Summit participants completed a pre-event and 
post-event self-evaluation, indicating their knowl-
edge and/or comfort related to different environ-
mental topics and teaching these concepts. Teach-
ers came in not having an extensive background 
knowledge of water quality, soil health, and Iowa’s 
ecosystems. However, after participating in the 2016 
Summits, teachers’ proficiency and understanding of 
water quality, soil health, and environmental issues 
saw substantial improvement!

impacts/outcomes

Pre-Assessment 

These numbers are very comparable to the 2014- 2015 Water Rocks! Teacher Summits. 
Every year, we have seen substantial increases in teachers’ understanding of these 
issues, with their post-assessment scores consistently hitting 80/100 after each Summit!

Indicator (Points Possible)
Average (n=64)

Post Assessment 
Average (n=64)

Questioning, Analysis, and Interpretation (30) 15 22

Knowledge of Environmental Processes and Systems (40) 22 34

Understanding and Addressing Environmental Issues (10) 5 8

Personal and Civic Responsibility (10) 5 8

Emphasis on Education, not Advocacy (10) 5 8

Total Score (100) 52 +28

The self-assessments evaluated teachers’ proficiency in the following indicator areas:

“As an educator, I can now help raise 
awareness of these issues to the 
students through the data, information 
and activities we were exposed during 
the Water Rocks! workshop.”

Mike Rieck
Science Teacher, Fort Madison High School

percentage
points

“The materials you provided us with 
are AMAZING!  Our kids will love all 
the interactive ways they will learn 
about their environment.”
  Jody Barr

Special Education Teacher, Newton Community Schools

80

“I had no clue what a watershed was 
before this lesson. I truly enjoyed my 
experience and feel like a better 
educated educator!”  

Anne Daluga
8th Grade Science, Saydel-Woodside Middle School


