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CHARACTERS

The four characters are emotional, believable, very human students

with contrasting personalities. They're in t}qzme class, but none
of them know each other well.

All genders are welcome. Pe haped further by the
people cast in the role &1 n be used for the

ve, quirky. Smart b‘t doesn’t

i1c, somewhat jaded; S s to make

. d gets easily bored with.class. (J op/Rap)
ve, passionate, idealistic. eah make
ifference; has no idea ho ad ap)
ESS: Pragmatic, h%& in, ing to stay a star

< \

e, A
‘r of backup singers an‘joim
nts.

student. (Ba

n at 0,
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OPENING DRIP

A classroom. Four STUDENTS are being bored crazy by a lesson in
hydrologic science.

The STUDENTS are in seats represented by boxes. They’re
scattered across the stage, facing the audience. All are in
contemporary street clothes, matehing their personalities. (We’ll
find out later that each STUDENT has a blue t-shirt hidden
underneathsthe outer layer.)

Of the STUDENTS, FEN is bored, mindlessly scrolling a.phone;
SKY.is making a valiant effort to stay awakegpgetting progressively
tenser in doing,so, JESS is overwhelmed; and MICK is nodding
happily and taking brainy notes.«Or are they doodles?

The lesson is droned by an unseen TEACHER (on tape), barely
audible. We also hear a leaky faucet dripping: water as pedestrian,
unwanted, boring, a slow-terture. Drip...drip...drip...

At timed breaks in the soundscape, everything freezes‘and, we hear
snatches of the STUDENTS’ inner monologues. If tech permits,
these can be taped voiceovers; the STUDENT who is thinking is not
frozen, and continues reacting, shifting, ete.

For the tech operator, thisrecorded “opening'number” is Cue 1.

TEACHER: (semi-audibleyv.o.) ...whichis“why it is also called the
hydrologic cycle. Average precipitation onto landmasses
accounts for 1.2percent of...

SKY: A whole world 'out there to experience and learn from, and
where am I? I'm stuck here. In class!

Drip...drip...drip...

TEACHER: ...whereas landmass evapotranspiration accounts for
only .84 percent. However...



FEN: This is the third time this has been covered. We get it. Teach
us something we don’t know. (beat) Or at least something
useful.

Drip...drip...drip...

TEACHER: ...is involved in i ulation. Component

parts of the cycle, incl .
JESS: Why is this geing so i on the test
tomorrow? I ca

ally, mercifully, the bell ri
getting out of chai mur

scrap of unusualw

SKY: around and says to no one ifical
Hey, one dropped a paper.
FEN: (annoyed; only answeri use ne
Who cares?
S)¥ours?

SKY: (picking i

FEN: Nope.

SKY: (looks arou

JESS: Did I drop
to 15) Nope, not mine.

SKY: Okay... (to MICK) How about yours?

MICK: What? (seeing paper) Ohh! (rushing to it and taking it)
Neat, thanks!

SKY: (surprised Mick grabbed it) Oh, ok. So, it’s yours?

rantically counts notes at high speed, 1



MICK: (brightly) No! (beat) But you never know...it could lead to a
treasure or something!

The off-the-wall-ness of this makes the OTHERS pause on their
way out, and look back at MICK, who is inspecting the scrap of
paper.

JESS: (moving toward Mick) Wait, it’s a treasure map?
MICK: Dunno. It justssays “Go with the flow.” And then there’s
two notes.

Softly.beneath, we hear a magical underscore begin: Cue 2.

FEN: Notes on a note? Big deal.

MICK: No, no, musical notes—it could be... (looks closely, sight-
singing the “mi, so” we will hear much laterin the Finale:)
OH, OH...

Another magical sound, layered on top of the first: Cue 3. Dropping
the scrap of paper, MICK's arms start moving slowly like a wauve.
As if a_suddentransformationshad begun, MICK’s eyes get wide.

SKY: Are...you ok?

JESS: Are you having seizures? We shoudd e¢all somebody-.

MICK: No, 'm fine. Just a little...what was that
word?...hyporheic! (slightly. mispronounces it, “hype-a-REE-ick”)

Another magical soundpCue 4. MICK's legsimove along with the
arms as MICK “shifts” physicality.

JESS: We should definitely call somebody.

FEN: Yeah. Call somebody crazy. You mean hyporheic?
(pronounces it correctly, “hype-a-REE-ick™) “Saturated with
water?”

SKY: (starting to panic, paces a bit; wants to take charge, but has
no idea what to do in an emergency. Speaks to FEN) You aren’t
being helpful. (to MICK) What does it feel like?

MICK: Like...flowing. All wobbly and transparent and cool.



JESS: (concerned) Wobbly—Ilike a seizure? Are you going to throw
up?

MICK: What? No! Not sick-wobbly. Not a seizure. More like...
(lightbulb) water!

Body movements slowly retur ’a! Mick begins to adjust

n to ‘a‘
&ter!

es a little water dance, taking off

to the newness. Another ma,

MICK: (giddily) Holy heck, a human anymore,

irt) I'm completely made of

a train wreck, I
g?

MICK: 1 ttention. I'm just b ‘
i i ! A
; e w, the magical sounds cut »ka rap
begins:



THE POWER OF WATER

MICK:
I’'VE BEEN HERE FOR A MEGAANNUM, THAF’S A LONG TIME,
BEFORE THE DINOSAURS, AND AS THE STARS'SHINE.
YOU NEED ME EVERY HOUR, EVERY MINUTE, IT’S TRUE.
IT’S TIME TO TELL THE WORLD ALLL THE THINGS I CAN DO.

I'M WATER! WATER! APOWER YOU FEEL!

PUTTING-WATER IN YOUR\BODY HAS THE POWER TO HEAL.
HURRICANES, THUNDERSTORMS, MASSIVE MONSOONS,
FLASH FLOODS; GIANT SWELLS, YEAH, AND RAPID TYPHOONS.

I'M WATER, WATER! THE POWER ITSELF!

DON’T PISRESPECT OR YOU'LL.END UP ON THE SHELF.
WATER HAS THE POWER TO CHANGE INTO ICE...

IT ALSO HAS THE POWER TO CHANGE YOUR LIFE.

The beat continues and fades out under dialogue...

JESS: You...really believe you're water, don’t you?

MICK: 1 am water. Try 1t! Sing those two notes!

FEN: Ok, joke’s gone far enough. We getft, you're hyped up about
the test tomorrow.

SKY: Hey, maybe it’s for real. (deep breath for confidence) I'm
trying it. It beats just sitting herem(picks up the paper)
OH, OH...

And another, different transformation begins, based on SKY’s
body—maybe it starts with legs and moves to arms! Magic sound
effect: Cue 7.

SKY: Oh...oh! (having trouble with arms and legs, could be funny
bit)

MICK: See? Told you so! Don’t fight it. Go with the flow like it
said.



SKY gets it under control, revealing blue t-shirt. The beat begins
again: Cue 8.

MICK: What do you feel?

SKY: \
THUNDER CRASHES 'ROUND, RAI DOWN ON ALL THE LAND.
MICK:
YOU KNOW I HAVE MO E&HAN EVER
UNDERSTAND.

SKY:

NNING INTO RIVER&/IS,
DIFFERENT ECONOM’

I
NG CEL

WATER, WATER, ALIVE WEL
K:
HERE I cOM 0,1 R
SKY: $

E 1
U OWING FOOD, FILL
A

L.

DIE YOU SPEND YOUR T

DON’T DISRESPECT OR
WATER HAS TH ER
IT ALSOH

Beat fades out u

FEN: I'm out of he

JESS: No, what if they're telling the truth? What if this is some
kind of, I don’t know, magic?

FEN: (with a dramatic/annoyed eye roll)

JESS: Ha ha. But now I need to find out. Trying things is science.
It’s the ultimate experiment! (picking up paper)



OH, OH...

A third transformation. Each character takes to being water in
unique ways; perhaps JESS intones the rapped lines on pitch
rather than speaking them, and uses who

shirt reveal as before. Water effect i‘

JESS:
I'M WATER, MAKI OVE NHER
MICK:

FrO TO LLA. , A TO JUNEAU.
JES \
UP IN A GLACIER, | ‘
E ES KEEP MELTING IT’S C NEW D .
HEN COASTS WASH AWAY I TI NEIGHBORS,
MICK:
R D IS WH ATE CREATES ANG ‘
0

FORCE YOU CAN’T ST \

dy movements. T-
into the beat: Cue 9.

YOU GO

JESS/MICK/SKY:
I'M WATER! WATER! TH
DON’T DISRES
WATER HAS 0 ICE—
IT ALSO HAS TH GE YOUR LIFE.

Beat fades out as be nder dialogue...

FEN: (with distrust) You all planned this, right? Is this for
TikTok?

SKY: (responds with an easy-going tone) Hey, I don’t understand
it. It’s just what’s happening.

MICK: (ignoring Fen’s tension) Come on in, the water’s fine!

10



JESS: (with a gentle smile) Might help on the test tomorrow.

FEN: (exaggeratedly) Gahhh! You all look so foolish! Watch, I'll
sing these nonsense notes from this random piece of paper.
Then you’ll see, it will not turn me into a liquid that raps! (with
a deep breath, picking up the pape «

O, OH... A‘
T-shirt reveal. As great a ’s&ista ow bold the
transformation—i ca e kin spectacular move like
ld be N launches with much

aflip, it w
J into ] veal, sound effect a‘beat: Cue

\

, THE FUNDAMENTAL, EL 'N FOR
DON’T BE A DRIP T SE.

MICK/JESS:
PUTTING WATER IN YO

FEN:

HURRICANE T
JESS:

MASSIVE MONS
SKY:

FLASH FLOODS, GIANT SWELLS,
MICK:

YEAH, AND RAPID TYPHOONS!
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ALL:
I'M WATER! WATER! THE POWER ITSELF!
DON’T DISRESPECT OR YOU’LL END UP ON THE SHELF.
WATER HAS THE POWER TO CHANGE INTO ICE—
IT ALSO HAS THE POWER TO CHANGE &FE

SKY: (excited) That was cra A‘
JESS: (coming down from t bit) on’t mean to be a
wet blanket, but hap ow that'we're water blobs? I

a e tes oW some kind of moist ghost.
i returni don’t say “moist ghost” ever
0 orried about the tes ‘74 OW.

S...the rapping? (si ‘
MIC . Ya. Ya. Not that. H es water
now, that stuff withsthe a
JESS: O "Hydrogen and oxygen. B emi (reaches
into one of the boxes, tosses dro o d Mick
and an Oxygen ball to
Music begins:

can’'t t

12



WILL U B THE H 2 MY O?

FEN: (can’t tell where this is going, but d‘z’t like it) Chemistry?
JESS: Yeah. Chemistry.

PASSED YOU BY IN THE H IA‘
YOU WERE LOOKIN’ SO
THESE CRAZY F GS1T ,
WANNA MAKE Y .
URA
R NUMBER?”

ou ’

E
Y A
SH T
H:0,

HEY, HERE WE GO,
BABY, WE'VE GOT CHE Y

SEPARATE

WE'RE A MOL E,
THERMODYN. ,
WE’RE PRODUCI LES...

JESS continues as THE OTHER THREE add backup vocals for
the final chorus...

“WILL YOU BE THE H TO MY OH OH OH?
WE CAN MAKE IT RAIN OR MAKE IT SNOW.
YOU AND ME, BABY, IT'S MEANT TO BE,

13



SHARING ELECTRONS COVALENTLY.
H:0,
HEY, HERE WE GO,
BABY, WE'VE GOT CHEMISTRY!
ALL: ‘
BABY, WE'VE GOT CHEMISTRYK‘

\w we

hapeshift and move around all

‘ hisfe o water?
stantly moves around t db i n the air,
the ground, and t ean. Si ar r, we could
evaporate! T 0 ay to an form clouds and ‘
drift a !
MI ! c 0 how exactly do *‘)r
SKY: D ey, I think I know. W ecK tur
into s breathe in the ener nd n up,
and se e become steam!
g

The STUDENTS take dee, vapor. (FEN

t yin,
won't do it until M. 0 reluctantly starts.) A
vaporwave inst t e

avel anywhere!
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HEAD IN THE CLOUDS

STUDENTS move boxes with clouds painted on one side and
slowly stand on them. Maybe they even p

n a cloud-like article of
clothing around their waists or hea

% 0 Hey, look at that! It’s

rvo mbing onto the second box) There

The
e TS look around. ‘

: ing onto the third box) l‘.’ve al
a cloud.

N: (eye roll, sitting on the 0X) ‘cause that makes

sense.
MICK:
‘ DS

A I
CL E HORIZON IN THE HER
THEY RE FLUFFY AND WH
SOMETIMES THEY'RE DAR
MY OH MY, THOSE AR
ALL:
MY OH MY,
MICK:
TAKE WATER VA IT WITH COOL AIR UP HIGH,;
WITH SOME SATURATION, RAIN FALLS FROM THE SKY.
GAZING AT THE SKY AS I'M THINKING OUT LOUD,
MY OH MY, THOSE ARE MIGHTY FINE CLOUDS!

SKY: (amazed it worked,
working! Going up!

wanted to

T’VE GOT MY HEAD IN THE CLOUDS
ASI'M LIVIN’ OUT LOUD!
CLOUDS ON THE HORIZON IN THE HERE AND NOW.

15



SOMETIMES THEY RE FLUFFY AND WHITE,
SOMETIMES THEY'RE DARK AS THE NIGHT!
MY OH MY, THOSE ARE MIGHTY FINE CLOUDS.

The OTHERS motion Fen to stand on the
chorus. FEN eventually, reluctantl‘

and join the final

ALL:
MY OH MY, THOS

torm wind blows, and t

err
13.
FEN: (talking t. S0 ) ’
ion fo , on ssume I fell asleep in
r i ence. With these ner
1 eq

e d jumps off box)

jumps off box) Oh cool

are getting so heavy. (slo
hat offstage, encourages

FEN: We all ar uds. This 1s Water
Cycle 101.

SKY: Look who's .

JESS: (to Sky) Stop ooks to Fen) You're right! The higher

we float, the colder we get. We’'re becoming ice crystals—oh no,
we're being drawn together.

They are pulled to each other, backs connecting, arms interlocking.
They circle so that the person speaking is facing the audience.

16



SKY: Hey yeah! We're in an epic battle. Can you feel the masses of
warm and cold air meeting? We are going to be a thunderstorm!

MICK: We'’re going to rain on someone’s parade!

FEN: Oh, great. Basic gravity...what goe%) must come

doooooowwwwwwwnnnnnn!

The students, disconnectin, as they become liquid
form, suddenly begin a p J esented in physical

comedy: Cue 14. inal J ounding SPLASH.

ng before!
dream is like the wei w episode of

@‘n) can’t you

sittin ass!
at’s next?
ESS: That was 1i

who on’t know, there
was nothi n tes *r
the science b re s¢ience and we're it!
J g ait, I know this one! |
g o flow downhill. Wate

word. Ah...

MICK/JESS: Watershed?
SKY: Oh yeah! Give me a

A\

17



WATERSHED RAP

No backing track for this song; instead, the beat is drummed on the
boxes by the actors, or beatboxed with a repeated “boots and cats.”

SKY:
WATER FLOWS, WATER SHEDS, AND WATER RUNS
ALL TO ONE POINT WHEN THE RAIN IS DONE.
THIS ALL TAKES PLACE.IN ONE AREA OF LAND,
TO THE BOTTOM IT GOES, WHERE THE RIVER FLOWS,
OVER, ACROSS, AND THROUGH THE GROUND IT GOES:
ALWAYS TRAVELING DOWNHILL, WHEN IT FLOWS.
WHAT, YOU DIDN’T KNOW? IT°S ALL ABOUTTOPOGRAPHY,
AND THAT’S AN IMPORTANT PART OF QUR GEOGRAPHY.

MICK: (turning a box to the stream side, as beat continues) Look!
We're joining up with other water drops! We're trickling into a
stream! It’s likea big family road trip!

FEN: Just what we needed. More water.

SKY: (funning eut of patience; during this, the other three boxes
are turned to the stream sides, lining up together so they read
from 'small stream to large river) Get used to it.This stream is
just going to flow into a bigger stream. And then a bigger
stream. And then a—

FEN: Yeah, yeah... Tell me something I don’t know.

SKY:

IT°S TRUE, IT"S REAL, I DON'T MEAN TO BRING SURPRISES,
BUT WATERSHEDS COME IN MANY DIFFERENT SIZES.

YOU LIVE BETWEEN THE APPALACHIANS AND THE ROCKIES.”
YOUR RIVER DRAINS DOWN TO THE MISSISSIPPI.

SMALL RIVERS JOIN BIG ONES AND THEY JOIN BIGGER ONES,
BRO, ALL THE WAY TO THE GULF OF MEXICO.

BUT SOME CREEKS AND STREAMS ARE SO SMALL,

* If your production does not take place between the Appalachians and the Rockies,
use the alternative version of “Watershed Rap” at the end of the script.
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THEY DON'T EVEN HAVE A NAME,

BUT THAT’S HOW IT GOES IN THIS GAME.

NOW HEAR ME OUT, LISTEN UP, FOR WHAT IT’S WORTH,
OUR WATERSHED’S THE FOURTH LARGEST, ON THE EARTH.
NOW THAT AIN'T TOO SHABBY, DOO &w SKIPPY,
THE NAME OF OUR WATERS SSISSIPPI.
EVERY RIVER CLOSE T WNHILL,

THE GULF OF M 01IS
IN CONCLUSION AN AREA OF LAND,
TH STO R BODY, UNDERSTAND?

AY, “T LIVE RSHED!” GO! \
IENCE: ‘
I RSHED! ‘ \
SERYBODY SAY, “I LIVEI TER %OME
EN/JESS/MICK/
ILIVEIN A

\

SKY:
A AWATERSHED!” YEA 'A‘
FE :
LT TERSHED! \
SKY:
SAY IT LOUD, “I LIVE IN ED!

FEN/JESS/MICK/AUD
ILIVEIN A

SKY: Yeah you

JESS: (starting fear) Ok, this is fun.

SKY: I know right e tubing without the tube!

MICK: Vacation delivered!

FEN: I mean, I still think it’s a dream, but yeah...it is kinda cool
how we're flowing... reminds me of when I was a kid.

Music begins under dialogue as FEN gestures vaguely: Cue 15.
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DREAM STREAM

FEN: Every weekend in the summer, my parents would take me

camping and we’d go canoeing down different rivers and

streams. (more to self) But not an busy. (to the group)
I used to think that one riv e whole
world...dumb.
MICK: No. Not du . ream!
FEN: (hearing the his is all a cue) What? Oh no.

For n, Y, SS have blue rhyth
na rom their boxes, and MIC. -poms.
E REAM STREAM, WH VER .
PATHS ALL CONNECT W HE RSHED.
WE'RE A DREAM S . .
A HABITAT F ESE THAT WE GO. ‘
STREAM! ‘

, ADREAM STREAM!

JESS: What? No 0

rapids” dance as MICK continues the

MICK:
WE’RE A DREAM STREAM, THE ULTIMATE GIVERS.
IMAGINE WHAT THE WORLD WOULD BE WITHOUT ITS RIVERS.
WERE A DREAM STREAM, WHEREVER WE BE,
TWIST AND TURN, ROUND THE BEND, FLOWING TO THE SEA.

20



WERE A DREAM STREAM, A DREAM STREAM!
WE'RE A DREAM STREAM, A DREAM STREAM!
OUR PATHS ALL CONNECT,
NOW IT’S TIME TO RESPECT,
WE'RE A DREAM STREAM!
ALL:
OUR PATHS ALL CONNECT,
NOW IT’S TIME TO RESPECT,
WE'RE A DREAM STREAM!

The'STUDENTS flow' slower and slower, putting Dream Stream
props back tnto boxes,;and scattering the boxes to create a wetland
scene. Almost subliminally, there are soft sounds of wetland
amimals, like crickets and frogs: Cue 16.

SKY: Well that’s one way to ride the rapids! Why have we
stopped?

JESS: We haven’t, we're just moving slower. Wait. Where are we?!
FEN: (starts a little derisive,sbut gradually gets carried @way with
enthusiasm about the subject) We're in a wetland. That’s why
we’re moving slowly. Isn’t this in your notes? The marshy soil

and swamp plants are filtering out pollution we’ve been picKing
up. We could hang here for.days, just gradually getting purified
before we flow downstréam...ugh, now you all have me believing
this is real.

JESS: What’smot to like?It’s peaceful here. Don’t you remember
what happens?

FEN: What happens to what?

JESS: To your heart. When you're near a body of water.

Music in gently as JESS continues: Cue 17. (Note that there are
two versions of this cue, depending on whether JESS prefers
singing in F Major or A Flat Major. The score includes sheet music

for both versions.)
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THE WATER BECKONS

JESS: I'm always so stressed. About grades. About friends. About
not being enough. But here, well...

THE WATER BECKONS. ‘
COME JUST AS YOU ARE. A‘
THE WATER CALLS YOU,
SUMMONS PEAC NE AR.
EM

THOUGH THE MI

WATER BECKONS.
THE FEN, THE ST

al
Yo TO THRIVE. \
CKONS...
AND Y IND THAT YOU'RE .
The STUDENTS turn ba nd e , looking
significantly cal a
continues. ‘

re before. Music

SKY: I'm Sky, by t ere and throughout, actors’ names
may be used inste placeholders)

JESS: Jess.

MICK: Mick.

FEN: Fen.

JESS:
YOU AND THE WATER, ALIVE.

22



Music concludes softly.

JESS: (in awe: for conscientious JESS, this is a big deal to have
such a thought) OMG. What if we don’t go back to class

aack?

[ four STUDENTS

tomorrow?

FEN: (smiles at JESS) What if w

Sounds of subterranean o. Cue
sink slowly downw unti &)n th

what is happening) Are we

‘rough the

MICK: Wait. (bri
being.. rbe

23



HIDDEN WATER

SKY: (to Fen) Ok wetland nerd, explain this. What’s going on?
FEN: (a little smug) Infiltration. We're goi‘iown to my kind of
water! Water that even makes me si

STUDENTS move set boxes ction of the soil.
FEN springs up, puts on avt k their box, and

begins singing. To de nowable mystique,

eti
e ing b

ERTS ABUNDANT IN OUR
SOME WATER’S HIDDEN
IT°S NOT JUST IN

this woul jazz moves, tilting the cap

over

\

H SOIL AND ROCKS,A

RIED TREASURE BOX. \
den

ACKS IN OPEN SPACES, ‘
S.

GH THE EARTH IN PORO
e now? In the darkness underground?

Fen goes into the refrain a. 0 echo
water...”
HIDDEN WA D

GROUND WATE
MICK: Is that whe
FEN: That’s right.
MICK: Oh cool! An aquifer! I've always wanted to visit an aquifer!

(beat) What’s an aquifer?

FEN:
AN AQUIFER IS A PLACE UNDERGROUND
WHERE WATER CAN EASILY MOVE AROUND.

re traveling through an aquifer.
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WATER FILLS THE CRACKS WHERE IT’S ABLE.
SATURATED SOILS FORM THE WATER TABLE.
SKY: (upward movement, tight body) Hey! We're going up! Toward

&I’m in a tightly

the surface!
MICK: Why? (tries to look around) 1

backed elevator! ‘
JESS: Well—
FEN: (enjoyment) k
WHEN HEAVY THE SKIES,

THAT? NT ILL RISE.
YOU G LOOKS MIGHTY S
FROM A WELL! | ‘
in ‘Hid, hid, hidden wat s a re...

DDEN WATER. HIDDEN
GROUND WATER.

HIDDEN, H , ‘
ALL: ‘

H R E EN WATER. A
HiD EN, HIDDEN WATER! \
MICK: es, says quickly) Cool, cool au pumped.
FEN: Bad pun.
i mped!

ctly!

MICK: (emphatic) No, 1

FEN: Fair. W . t S

ALL:
WATER!

Sounds of water b ng gently: Cue 20. During the following,
STUDENTS turn boxes to stream sides and take out signs.

SKY: (gesture of brain exploding—Ilightbulb moment) All this stuff
we read about in class is making more sense now I'm
experiencing it.

25



MICK: I hear you...(gets distracted looking around) Now, where in
the world are we? (a little concerned in a Mick sort of way)

FEN: (hesitant) A water treatment plant is my best guess. We
must be made safe to drink before we are piped out.

SKY: Oh yeah! (further connecting cla &)

%tme ance sequence, in

the process and hold up signs

experience) I went

on a tour there in 6th grade!
JESS: I loved that field tri

The STUDENTS p

which they will sho
to m\ 1.

aw
ch
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WATER TREATMENT DANCE

JESS: (speaks over the music intro, in teacher mode again) Water
treatment—basically just humans mir%ing what nature does

best!

ALL: A‘
SCREENING!
COAGULATION! \
FLOCCULATION!

do some

rous things: maybe sni ething to show they

‘)k and feel “fine” now. The all ing, a joyful
instrumental s%w T .
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THE DRINKING SONG

SKY: And we're clean! It feels so good! (gets four mugs from their
boxes, and tosses one to each of the othe
MICK: Good enough to drink!

r«tdents)
FEN: A‘
HAVE IT IN A PITCHER \
HAVE IT OVER IC

JESS:

DON’ IN ABO
T‘ E

EN:

LET’S CALL
0

TAKE TAKE A SIP, \
TAKE ANCE, YOU WILL FL
FOR THE WILDEST DRIN
DIG IT, SWIG IT,
STRAIGHT F 0
ITs H20! H20!

SKY:
HAVE IT WITH DINNER

MICK:
HAVE IT WITH A SNACK

JESS:

GET IT FROM THE FAUCET

28



FEN:
AND TOSS IT BACK!
SKY:
DRINK IT EVERY NIGHT
MICK: “\
DRINK IT EVERY DAY
ALL:

THE BEST PART

YOU DON'T EVE
S

T

MICK:
FAT-

JESS:
CARB-FREE!

FEN:
CAFFEINE-F
Y:

GLUTEN-FA
MICK:

SK

STARCH-FREE!
ALL:
IT’S FREE FREE FREE!

29



ALL:
WATER! H20!
WATER! H20!
TAKE A GLASS, TAKE A SIP,
TAKE A CHANCE, YOU WILL FLIP ‘
FOR THE WILDEST DRINK I KN“

DIG IT, SWIG IT,
STRAIGHT FROM THE, SPIG \
ITs H20! H20! H !

A

e still in the big Broadway p
ber when we hear 4
Cue 23. ‘

re changing again.

: (looks at hand in desp ng o
a

ow, and this water

(smells hands, sig e’re
1s gross. We’ S

The S
Then diment side, returni
into th

and check out their

MICK: s this stuff? It’s like we'’re fec

(tries it) Ok, quick updat
JESS: (shakes head sadly 1
watershed. a
just about an p
FEN: Otherwise irt!

SKY: (wants to be h at? No! We can’t let a little dirt get in
our way! (looks around) Where’s a water treatment plant when

chocola
p gina

and, it can pick up

cially sediment.

we need it?

FEN: (sits on one of the boxes in frustration) That’s the problem—
most living things don’t have water treatment plants. They
have to use this water as is.

SKY: Maybe we could fix it...if we understood what’s happening.
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MICK: Wait, wait. The soil...it’s talking to me! I feel another
change coming on! (reaches into their box to remove brown
coveralls)

JESS: Not again. What is it this time?

MICK: (putting on coveralls, with he

KY if needed) I'm

digging into what it’s like b“‘i

FEN: (to MICK as the co goon)l ing into” was another
pun, I'm done. &

Music begi unde& 4.

W
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WASH ME AWAY

MICK: (when everything is in place) Wow, anything’s possible in
this world. One minute I'm water and n‘I’m soil—how cool is
this!?

WATER, I WANNA KNOW WH

WATER, I KNOW
SO LET’S GO, LET’

T YOU DO
HAT YOU MOVE
YOU MAKE MY DRE
’S GO, WASH ME AWA
nd JESS become back K before joining a
ater “Greek choru. the soil /water mix

of a river pollu J J ated FEN stands ap

becomi ICK is szngmg ‘

MIC

WAS

WASH

TER WASH ME AWA
WASH ME AWAY, WATER W.

ME AWAY.

FEN: (interrupti ‘

, WASH

HEY So1L, 1

WE JUST GOT T HAD LEFT UP IN THE BOTTLE.

SKY:
YEAH AND FALLING FROM THE SKY HAS GOT US MOVING FULL
THROTTLE
BUT WE COULDN'T COME THROUGH WITHOUT MEETING WITH YOU
FEN:

AND LOOK, SINCE WE LAST CAME A COUPLE THINGS CHANGED
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JESS:

WE STILL GOOD FRIENDS
SKY:

BUT NOW THERE’S
SKY/FEN/JESS:

DANGER IN THE RAIN

FEN: A‘
THEY TILL YOU MUC HEY’ WING UP THEIR
GRAIN
S0 NOT R LD YOU DOWN

‘O SIO
IT’S AS DANGERO

SKY/FEN/J ‘
WHE HI AND YOU SLIP ‘

NS YOU INTO SEDIMENT),

'AKING A DIP, IN THE RI DI &ING

MEET YOU THAT COULD

FEN:
No
SKY:

YOU’RE SUPPOSED TO
JESS:

B
H A
POLLUTE THE R S, KE US LOOK LIKE MOCHA

BUT YOU'RE
FEN:
AND REMOVE T IENTS
FEN/SKY/JESS:
THAT THE PLANTS NEED TO GROW IN
MICK:
WATER, I GUESS IT MAKES SENSE
BUT WATER, I MEAN WHAT’S THE OFFENSE?
WATER, YOU SEEM LESS DENSE
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THAN THE FRIENDS I HAVE HERE ON THE LAND.
FEN:

SOIL, I HEAR WHAT YOU'RE SAYING

BUT THE PLACE THAT YOU ARE IS THE PLACE YOU SHOULD STAY IN
JESS: &
IF YOU GO OUT TO SEA LOTS O ‘
SKY:

THE PLANTS AND TRE KE

TASTY
MICK:

BE WASTED

S THAT’S LESS

TER PLEAS 7 IT JUST MAKES
A "I RESPECT ME AND DON' ‘ HO I AM
p EAT ME WELL
KILLING ALL MY PLANTS

Y EVEN KILL THE WORM THE LL ANTS
AND I DON'T KNOW T TO IT MAKES ME MAD
SO I WANT T THAT UNDERSTANDS‘
SO

YO
MI A‘
WA , WASH ME AWAY. WAS w&, WA
WAS .
WASH AY, WATER WASH ME AWA M Y, WASH
ME AWAY.
S ed away by the two

... Soil where are you going?

In a bit of dance,
BACKUP SIN

FEN: Soil, please

(shouts in desper oil!

The erosion dance comes to its conclusion: MICK, JESS, SKY have
frozen with backs to audience as they have been washed away, FEN
s all alone. Beat; then MICK turns around.

MICK: Washed away!
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Big bass notes to end the song.
MICK, JESS, and SKY transform themselves back to water again.

MICK: (great disappointment) Well. That was a lot less good than
I hoped.

FEN: (softly at first, low simmer))What, you're surprised? Of
course there are dirty deeds going on'here. (frustration builds)
And this is just one river, Just think aboutthe rest of nature.

SKY: (genuinely concerned) The rest of nature?

FEN: (mediuwm hot'like a pot waiting to boil) Oh, come on, face the
facts! There’s so much humans are doing, and se. many
consequences they'don’t even realize. Factories and cars out the
wazoo, and boom, climate change! Consumption goes haywire,
and boom, resources go scarce! Build in flood plains, and boom,
water gets blamed for disasters!

MICK: (sincerely) Oohs no! Can we sing a song about those?

FEN: (boiling ever) No!!l No morte songs: (chilly like ice) No more
Magic.Sehool Bus shenanigans. This isn’t a vacation. Wé're on
thin ice. Fen out. (sits down and goes “frozen ice, Zunresponsive)

JESS: Fen?...Fen?...You are so cold...Can youtfeel me?

In touching Fen the ice spreads, JESS says “Oh..." and goes frozen
water; béat as SKY and MICK.look at JESS and FEN and then at
each other.

MICK: That’s cxeepy (pause) but cool?

SKY: Literally.'I think they're ice.(sighs, resigned) Fen’s got a
point. It is a lot to take in.

MICK: (softly) I know. Sometimes I am too much.

SKY: (smiles at MICK) No. You're cool. It’s the situation that’s too
much.

MICK: (cheerfulness starts to re-emerge) There’s got to be
something we can do, right?

SKY: I don’t know. It’s all messed up.
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THE SONG OUR PLANET SINGS

A mournful piano chord: Cue 25.

SKY: ‘
WATER, IT'S AWFUL. I'VE SEEN .
YOUR BLUE HAS GONE M . E THE BLUES.
PLASTIC IN THE OCEAN, A
HEAT IN THE AT NY IN PAIN

10 WORLD’S IN A BIND.

PoLLU ND
1 DO EVERYTHING IS IN' ‘WINED. ..
b d?
a onnected. 4
b Then a soft musical vamp:. Cue \
& |
R

: (as the vamp

begins, the t. Connected.
That’s it!
LIKE THE WA VE ‘
T E A‘

LI NGLED ROOTS

UPH TY TREE, \

LIKET FOUR HUNDRED FEATHE VE

TO GIVE A BIRD ITS WINGS,

MAYBE ALL OF US ARE E
THE SONG OUR

MICK: Go on.

SKY:
LIKE THE BUTTE
ALTERS WEATHERFAR AWAY,

THERE’S A PLACE FOR EVERY EARTHLY THING,
A VITAL PART TO PLAY.

EVERY THING’S A TONE THAT’S ALL ITS OWN,
FROM CABBAGES TO KINGS,
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MICK:

AND THEY MELD TO MAKE A MELODY,
SKY/MICK:

THE SONG OUR PLANET SINGS.

3] and JESS by

: just as the chill of

During the following section, SKY
singing to them, maybe touchi
anger can spread (FEN a
(SKY).

THE MORE THAT
BUT CHAN:

\

FOR THE GOOD, ‘
MIC %
. ({7 Ohs »

es, the OTHER THRE “AR’

FORMING FL E,

EVERY TINY PIECE CAN SHAPE AND CHANGE

THE FATE OUR FUTURE BRINGS,

FOR WE'RE ALL OF US CONNECTED,
SKY/MICK:

YES, WE'RE ALL OF US CONNECTED,
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SKY/MICK/JESS:
EVERY THING ON EARTH CONNECTED
IN THE SONG,
IN THE SONG...

FEN: Yah. You're right. ‘
EVERY THING ON EARTH CON ‘)

ALL:
IN THE SONG OUR NET

The music s gen
w ki

SKY

self and

e being in

or and geysers, and—and
: (interrupts) Mick, liste

CK: (overlapping e mi
JESS: Mick, I

this.

ter can’t go on like

e water, so we cow

SKY: e urage) It needs our h w)t ju

MICK: (n J we go

\

FEN: No, wait a second. her sounds a
lot like hope, right? 1 e languages of hope.
Hold on.

FEN takes a deep b
without any backing

nd then starts a song, with hesitation,
ck. It’s a brave, high-stakes effort to invent
the right words on the spot.
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THIS IS OUR TIME

FEN:
THIS IS OUR TIME, THIS IS OUR PLACE
TO DIVE IN, MAKE A SPLASH, BE I

3
\!

F % , THER THREE take
O CE

\

One by one, seeing where
heart and join in.

FEN/JESS:
T TIM
FE :
0 I PLASH, 4
sm | \
VE OUT LOUD!

E WORLD...
a lifetime...and the
istening. Cue 27. ‘

TS begin to experi

DE
univers

g.
JESS: (during the trans

%
SKY: Then ke in

I'm going hu
ALL:

THIS IS OUR TI S OUR PLACE

TO DIVE IN, MAKE A SPLASH, BE IN THE WORLD...
THIS IS OUR TIME, THIS IS OUR PLACE

TO DIVE IN, MAKE A SPLASH, BE IN THE WORLD...
LIVE OUT LOUD! LIVE OUT LOUD!

LIVE OUT LOUD! LIVE OUT LOUD!

LIVE OUT LOUD!

not just water.
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LOWER VOICES:
NO, WE CAN'T KNOW WHO WE ARE
UNTIL WE SEE WHAT WE CAN DO.

HIGHER VOICES:
COME ON, LET’S OWN WHAT WE KNO ‘
TO MAKE THE WORLD ANEW... ‘

SKY:
LIVE OUT LOUD! \
JESS: \

LIVE OUT LOUD!

SKY: ‘
FORT T
Liv !

MICK: \
FORT RLD!

ALL:
LIVE OUT LOUD!

JESS: Are we a c ic anging?

MICK: You mea . But I'm just starting to
make a change!

During the followin 'DENTS move the boxes back to their
original configuration for the classroom scene.

\

P\ |
A\

ALL:
THIS IS OUR TIME, THIS IS OUR PLACE
TO DIVE IN, MAKE A SPLASH, BE IN THE WORLD...
THIS IS OUR TIME, THIS IS OUR PLACE
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TO DIVE IN, MAKE A SPLASH, BE IN THE WORLD...
LIVE OUT LOUD! LIVE OUT LOUD!

LIVE OUT LOUD! LIVE OUT LOUD!

LIVE OUT LOUD! LIVE OUT LOUD!

LIVE OUT LOUD! LIVE OUT LOUD!

LIVE OUT LOUD!

SKY: (looking around, exhausted but happy) We're back! Never
thought I'd be so happy to'be back in a classroom.

JESS: And I'm ready to be outside the classroom. Spreading the
word. Making waves!

MICK: Yah! Me, too. (beat) So how do we do that?

They look at each other...and once the ideas start coming, they
overlap eager to share all the things that they ean do. The
excitement and ideas build with energy.

SKY: We can take shorter showers andyuse less water...

JESS: Yeah! And we could petition“the school to eliminatetbottled
water...

FEN: ...And I can create fun videos on water for TikTok to spread
the word...

MICK: Yes! Yes...and I can become the\Seil-rax... (they. look at
Mick) Soil and Lorax combined...Okay, okay, ekay, I'll come up
with a better name. Someone needs to'speak for the soil...Let’s
keep it covered with plants so 1t doesn’t end up washed away!

SKY: And, and, and we could start,a student club that monitors
the water in our nearby stream! We could dive into the results
in class...

JESS: Oh yeah, and how about stormwater stenciling? We could
paint words and images by the storm drains on the street so
people know that the water flows right to the river...

FEN: Are we thinking big enough?... How about a wetland to
capture and clean all the water that sheds from the school
property? I'm gonna figure out how to make that happen...
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The STUDENTS nod to one another in agreement and excitement,
verbally affirming the wave of ideas: “Great idea!” “Cool.” “Yes!” etc.

MICK: And, and, oh ... these are all such amazing ideas, but

maybe we should wait till we get thro
(doubtful)

e exam tomorrow?

The STUDENTS look aro irony of this.
Underneath, a dru
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GRAND FINALE

FEN: You're worried about the exam? After what we've been
through...I think we’ve got this.

FEN and MICK fist-bump. The m S all start dancing to
purpose; they’re not

" ¥
A‘
\

the music: they survived thi
alone.

FEN/JESS:

ENTAL, IT’S LIFE FOR US
OWING CROPS WITH RAI
a“& 8

SKY: Water rocks!

THAT’S RIGHT, WATER ROCKS!
RUSHING AND GUSHING,
IT’S GOOD FROM THE VERY FIRST DROP.
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MICK: Water rocks!
THAT’S RIGHT, WATER ROCKS!
OH, OH, OH, IT GIVES LIFE TO US ALL—

ESS: Water rocks!
THAT’S RIGHT, WATER ROCKS! ‘

OH, OH, OH, LIKE A MIGHTY A
T

WATERFALL!
ALL:

IT’S ABOVE GROU EL

\

rocks!

sw

, WATER ROCKS!
HING AND GUSHING, \
S GOOD FROM THE VERY F OP.
K: Water rocks!
ALL—

THAT’S RIG OCKS
OH,.0H,

JES
THA A ROCKS!

OH, OH, OH, LIKE A MIGHTY
WATERFALL!

LIKE A MIGHTY W.
LIKE A MIG

H20! H20! H20,

Freeze in exalted, el end-of-rock-concert final poses. Then go

into a curtain call to the tune of a “Water Rocks” reprise: Cue 29.
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CURTAIN CALL

ALL:
IT’S ABOVE GROUND AND BELOW,

IT GOES WITH THE FLOW, IT CAN’ ‘
STOP. A‘

Y: Water rocks!
THAT’S RIGHT, R RO \

RUSHING AND

F DROP.
MI er rocks!
R ROCKS! “
GIVES LIFE TO US
EN: cks!
AT’S RIGHT, WATER ROC
SCANT:
OH, OH, O Y (as before) ‘
!

i\ |
A\
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WATERSHED RAP
(ALTERNATIVE VERSION)

If your production does not take place within the Mississippi River
Watershed, use this version of “Watershed Rap” instead of the one
in the script:

SKY:
WATER FLOWS, WATER SHEDS, AND WATER RUNS
ALL TO'ONE POINT WHEN THE RAIN IS DONE.
THIS ALL TAKES PLACE IN ONE AREA OF LAND,
To THE BOTTOM IT{GOES, WHERE THE RIVER FLOWS,
OVER, ACROSS, AND THROUGH THE GROUND_IT GOES.
ALWAYS TRAVELING DOWNHILE, WHEN IT FLOWS.
WHAT, YOU DIDN’T KNOW? IT°S ALL ABOUT TOPOGRAPHY,
AND THAT’S AN IMPORTANT PART OF OUR GEOGRAPHY.

MICK: (turningtheir box to the'stream side, as beat continues)
Look! We're joining tp with other water drops! We're trickling
inito a stream) It’s like a big family road trip!

FEN: Just what we needed. More water.

SKY: (runninglout of patience; during this, the other three boxes
are turned to the stream sides, lining up together so they read
from small stream to large river) Get used.to it. This stream is
just going to flow into a bigger stream. And then a bigger
stream. And.then a—

FEN: Yeah, yeah... Tellme something I don’t know.

SKY:

IT’S TRUE, IT’S REAL, 'DON’T MEAN TO BRING SURPRISES,
BUT WATERSHEDS COME IN MANY DIFFERENT SIZES.

SOME ENDORHEIC BASINS CATCH WATER’S MOTION,

BUT MOST WATER FLOWS OUT TO AN OCEAN.

SMALL RIVERS JOIN BIG ONES AND THEY JOIN BIGGER ONES,
BRO, TO THE SEA AS THEY GO WITH THE FLOW.

BUT SOME CREEKS AND STREAMS ARE SO SMALL,
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THEY DON'T EVEN HAVE A NAME,
BUT THAT’S HOW IT GOES IN THIS GAME.
NOW HEAR ME OUT, LISTEN UP, FOR WHAT IT’S WORTH,
THERE ARE WATERSHEDS EVERYWHERE ACROSS THE EARTH.
NO, YOU CAN’T AVOID ’EM, YOU CA. &T 'EM.
ALL WATERWAYS ARE PART O s
S WI
INAL

EVERY RIVER CLOSE T

THE BIGGEST W.

IN CONCLUSION AN AREA OF LAND

TH S TO N R BODY, UNDERSTAND?
AY, “I LIVE RSHED!” GO! \

IENCE: ‘
I RSHED! ‘
ERYBODY SAY, “I LIVEI TER %OME
EN/JESS/MICK/

ILIVEIN A

WA
ER

SKY:
A AWATERSHED!” YEA 'A‘
FE ENCE:
LT TERSHED! \
SKY:
SAY IT LOUD, “I LIVE IN ED!

FEN/JESS/MICK/AUD
ILIVEIN A
SKY: Yeah you
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